
 

 

 

 

 

PayingforCollege101.com 

The Scholarship Toolkit 



If you’re serious about trying to pay for college by applying for scholarships, you need to understand 

that this will require researching hundreds of scholarships and actually submitting applications for 

dozens. In other words, it will be a lot work.  

You can’t expect to apply for just a few scholarships and win enough money to make a significant 

dent in the cost of college. The cost to attend public flagship universities is over $25,000 a year and 

there are 100 private colleges charging more than $60,000 to attend. Most private scholarships are for 

a $1,000 or less and are only for a year.  

Ultimately, we would argue that the effort would be better spent targeting schools for merit 

scholarships. However, we realize that there are plenty of people out there with more energy and 

ambition than us. So if you’re going to make a serious effort for private scholarships, you should know 

the following. 

1. Don’t pay for a scholarship search service. There are plenty of reputable FREE scholarship 

websites available. It’s highly unlikely that paying someone will result in scholarship 

information that you wouldn’t have found yourself. If you’re willing to pay someone to search 

for scholarships so that you don’t have to, then you probably don’t need to be chasing outside 

scholarships. 

2. All the college scholarship websites will have varying degrees of reliability. Some will do a 

better job of narrowing results to your qualifications while others will have fewer outdated 

scholarships. You’re probably going to want use a combination of websites to maximize your 

chances of finding scholarships. 

3. You will have better chances at getting local scholarships. These are the scholarships that turn 

up through your high school counselor’s office, your parent’s workplace, or in the local paper’s 

community section. They aren’t as easy to find so not as many people will be applying for 

them. 

4. Most of the scholarships will be for one year only. You will have to repeat this process every 

year. So pay attention to scholarships that are multi-year or allow you to apply and win more 

than once. 

5. Outside scholarships, that’s what we’re talking about here, have to be declared to your school’s 

financial aid office and can affect your financial aid award from federal and institutional 

sources. In other words, schools may reduce the amount of the financial aid they award by the 

amount of the outside scholarships. 

6. To get the most out of private scholarships, be organized and apply for as many as possible. 

That means track deadlines, requirements, and recommendations in one place. Give yourself 

time to write the essays and try to ask for any letter of recommendations at one time.  

http://diycollegerankings.com/how-to-find-merit-scholarships-follow-the-money/4355/
http://diycollegerankings.com/how-to-find-merit-scholarships-follow-the-money/4355/
http://diycollegerankings.com/faqs/do-i-have-to-report-outside-scholarships-to-the-financial-aid-office/
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Cappex 

 

Provides ratings for difficulty of application and amount of 

competition 

Career One Stop Scholarships No registration, shows qualification requirements in result list 

No search on profile 

Chegg/Zinch 

 

Gives brief application requirement information, short registration 

Limited number of scholarships 

College Board 

 

No registration, show number of applicants on scholarship page 

CollegeExpress/FindTuition.com 

 

Hover over scholarship name to show details 

No profile search even though registration is required 

Fast Web 

 

Can see scholarships by category 

Registration required to see complete scholarship information 

GoodCall Lists competition level and entry difficulty.  

Can’t sort searches 

Mach25/CollegeNet 

 

Shows number of applicants from previous year or % of awards 

Petersons 

 

Shows number applied & qualifications in result. Lists similar 

scholarships       Requires registration for contact/app information 

Raise.me Allows users earn micro-scholarships       

Must create profile, not many schools participate 

Sallie Mae Scholarships 

 

Allows users to select accuracy level for match to increase or 

decrease number of scholarships found 

ScholarshipMonkey 

 

Shows basic qualification requirements in result list        

Amount not in result list, sends you an email with profile matches. 

Scholarships.com 

 

Can access scholarships by categories without registering, includes 

scholarships by state       Can’t see all details without registering 

Scholly 
 

Search on profile. Can sort by due date and dollar amount.     

Must register and pay to search 

SchoolSoup 

 

Indicates if the scholarship is for a specific college. 

StudentScholarships.org 

 

Shows 1st line of description, scholarship book review 

Search without registrating is limited to google search 

SuperCollege.com/Niche 

 

Source for Niche scholarship search 

Unigo 

 

       Have to register to see complete deadline information 

http://diycollegerankings.com/
http://www.road2college.com
https://www.cappex.com/
http://www.careerinfonet.org/scholarshipsearch/ScholarshipCategory.asp?searchtype=category&nodeid=22
http://www.chegg.com/scholarships
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
http://www.collegexpress.com/
http://www.findtuition.com/tp2/ft/home.do
http://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.goodcall.com/
http://www.collegenet.com/mach25/app
http://www.petersons.com/college-search/scholarship-search.aspx
http://www.raise.me/
https://www.salliemae.com/plan-for-college/scholarships/
http://www.scholarshipmonkey.com/
https://www.scholarships.com/
http://myscholly.com/
http://www.schoolsoup.com/
http://www.studentscholarships.org/
http://www.supercollege.com/index.cfm
https://www.unigo.com/scholarships
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Privacy Concerns 

Registration Not Required The main purpose of registration is to provide information to 

the site’s sponsors. Ideally, they will all be college related and 

theoretically, the information would of value to the user. 

Everyone has a different level of comfort in terms of sharing 

information. Some websites require much more than others 

before you ever even have a chance to decide if it’s valuable.  

 

Most of the website are supported by ads. However, those 

that aren’t supported by outside ads have their own interest 

in collecting and using your information.  

 

If you want to minimize your registration with commercial 

websites, try the state ones first listed on the last page.  

Registration Require, easy 

opt-out option 

Registration Required, opt 

option not part of 

registration 

Requires phone number 

 

Requires mailing address 

Advertising Supported 

No commercial Ads 

 

Search Options 

Search on profile option Entering your profile information should generate a custom 

list based on individual qualifications such as academics and 

family status. However, some websites do a much better job 

than other in actually matching scholarships to profiles.  

Required to create profile 

during registration 

No profile search option 

available 

Search by categories Searching by categories can give you a feel for what types of 

scholarships are available. It can be a way of learning about 

special topics you might be not otherwise be aware of.  Category search unavailable 

Search by keyword If you’re looking for specific kinds of scholarships, this may be 

more efficient than doing a profile search. Don’t forget you 

can also use numbers in keyword searches. Keyword search unavailable 

 

Results Display 

Can sort results Some websites will let you sort your results by scholarship 

amounts, due dates, names, etc.  
Sort options unavailable 

Displays deadlines Not all the websites include the scholarship deadlines in the 

results. You have to click on the individual scholarship to find 

out the due date. Deadline not shown 

Displays number of 

scholarships available 

Knowing the number of scholarships available as part of the 

results listing can help you decide if you want to click on the 

scholarship for more information.  Number of scholarships 

available not shown 

 

  

http://diycollegerankings.com/
http://www.road2college.com
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Our focus in rating the websites was to look at how easy it is for users to access the website and 

evaluate the search results. Given the number of scholarships students will need to target, the more 

information provided in the initial list of scholarships from the search results, the better. This is why 

we note which ones have sort options and which don’t display due dates. Having to click on each 

scholarship in the list to find out availability and deadlines will slow down your search.  

As mentioned before, some websites will do a better job than others at matching scholarships to 

specific profiles. we include links to some evaluations of the reliability of the websites in the next 

section. However, it may be a better strategy to start with the websites that don’t require registration. 

This allows you to get a feel for what’s available and what is important to you. It should also help you 

to decide what information you need to track to organize your applications. And remember, most 

likely the scholarships you have the best shot at won’t be listed on the website.  

New Websites Not Yet Reviewed: MoolahSPOT, myCollegeOptions 

 

Other Website Resources 

Scholarship Websites 

These are websites that link to other scholarships. These are not search website-they’re just lists of 

scholarships. 

 My Kid’s College Choice Full Scholarship List Listing of full-ride and full-tuition scholarships 

offered by colleges.  

 50 Top College Scholarships for 2015-2016 Listing of the most valuable scholarships.  

 Free Scholarship Searches States that it lists more than 50 free scholarship search websites. 

Includes short comments for each website. 

 

 25 Excellent College Scholarship Search Engines From 2010, limited description of each 

website. 

 

 UCLA Scholarship Search Databases  Long list of resources. Claims list is always changing so 

might be a good place to find newer resources.  

 

 100 Unique and Weird Scholarships Worth Applying For What it says, and you can download it 

as a PDF. 

 

 

  

http://diycollegerankings.com/
http://www.road2college.com
http://moolahspot.com/
https://www.mycollegeoptions.org/scholarship-advanced-search.aspx?HighlightMatchPattern=scholarship-search|scholarship-advanced|scholarshipsearch
https://www.idevaffiliate.com/33072/idevaffiliate.php?id=2_3_3_8
http://www.valuecolleges.com/50-top-college-scholarships/
http://www.college-scholarships.com/free_scholarship_searches.htm
http://onlineuniversitydata.com/2010/25-excellent-college-scholarship-search-engines/
http://www.ugeducation.ucla.edu/src/Scholarship_Search.html
http://yescollege.com/2013/04/100-unique-and-weird-scholarships-worth-applying-for-2013/
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Scholarship Website Reviews 
 

If you’re looking to find out the accuracy of the websites, the following are various reviews of the 

major scholarship websites. There aren’t many and some are very dated. Ultimately, you’re going to 

have to find out for yourself.  

 

 Best Scholarship Websites Reviews 2016 

 11 best ways to find a college scholarship 

 The 10 best sites to search for scholarships 

 The 8 Best Scholarship Websites and Search Tools 

 2014 Scholarship Search Reviews 

 Compare 5 Top Scholarship Search Engines from 2011 

 A Comprehensive Review of the Leading Scholarship Search Services, unknown date, includes 

websites that no longer exist.  

Get Organized 

The following are links to templates that you can use to organize and keep track of your scholarships 

applications.  

 Scholarship Application Organizer-Google Docs 

 LHS AVID Scholarship Tracker-Google Docs 

 University of Phoenix-Excel, most detailed 

 Syracuse University-PDF 

 Finding Money For College-PDF 

 

Learn More 

How to Apply for a Scholarship: From the College Board. Good list to 

keep handy as you go through the process. 

Finding and Applying for Scholarships: Another overview of how to 

apply for scholarships from the US Department of Education. 

Outside Scholarship Policies: Explains how scholarships may simply 

be used to substitute for financial aid awarded by the college instead 

of adding to it.  

The Truth About Scholarships: This is our argument for spending more time researching colleges than 

research scholarships. Most students (NOT ALL) will get more money from the college they attend 

then from private scholarships.  

How to Find Merit Scholarships: Follow the Money: Our approach to targeting colleges for merit 

scholarships.  

Does college pay?  They do 
if you are a good open-field 
runner.  

~  Will Rogers 

A man who has never gone 
to school may steal from a 
freight car; but if he has a 
university education, he 
may steal the whole 
railroad 

~  Theodore Roosevelt 

http://diycollegerankings.com/
http://www.road2college.com
https://www.moneysavingpro.com/scholarships/
http://www.clark.com/best-websites-resources-to-find-college
http://college.usatoday.com/2016/01/06/best-scholarship-resources/
http://blog.prepscholar.com/best-scholarship-websites-search-tools
https://www.estudentloan.com/resources/scholarship-search/reviews/2014-scholarship-search-reviews
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/the-scholarship-coach/2011/01/20/compare-5-top-scholarship-search-engines
http://www.collegescholarships.org/search/helpful-reviews.htm
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Jbq5SrMSu4rnAQ7W_rVIR_WPLeNNwP_gsv5JFZn61Kg/edit
https://docs.google.com/previewtemplate?id=0AmWnvhaeSYvodGVQQjVKNUVYLUh0ZkpsSjZmZHFCVVE&mode=public
http://www.phoenix.edu/content/dam/altcloud/doc/scholarship/Tracking-Spreadsheet.xlsx
https://www.syr.edu/financialaid/_assets/pdf/scholarship-organizer.pdf
http://www.findingmoneyforcollege.com/files/scholarship_organizer.pdf
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/grants-and-scholarships/how-to-apply-for-a-college-scholarship
https://studentaid.ed.gov/types/grants-scholarships/finding-scholarships
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships/outside.phtml
http://diycollegerankings.com/truth-about-scholarships/7074/
http://diycollegerankings.com/how-to-find-merit-scholarships-follow-the-money/4355/
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State Scholarship Search Websites 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Scholarship Website 

Alabama Alabama Commission on Higher Education.  

Alaska Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education website  

Arizona Arizona Career Information System 

Arkansas YOUinversal  

California CaliforniaColleges.edu  

Colorado CollegeInColorado.org  

Connecticut Facts About Student Aid 

Delaware Delaware Higher Education Office website  

District of Columbia District of Columbia College Access Program  

Florida The Florida Student Scholarship and Grant Programs  

Georgia GAcollege411  

Hawaii Hawaii Community Foundation Scholarships  

Idaho Idaho Career Information System  

Illinois Illinois Student Assistance Commission  

Indiana Learn More Indiana  

Iowa Iowa College Student Aid Commission  

Kansas Kansas Board of Regents  

Louisiana Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance  

Maine The Finance Authority of Maine  

Maryland Maryland Higher Education Commission  

Massachusetts Office of Student Financial Assistance  

Michigan MI Student Aid  

Minnesota Scholarships Offered By Minnesota Institutions  

Missouri Missouri Department of Higher Education  

Montana Reach Higher Montana  

Nebraska ScholarshipQuest  

Nevada None Found (GoToCollegeNevada.org) 

New Hampshire New Hampshire Higher Education Assistance Foundation  

New Jersey Higher Education Student Assistance Authority (HESAA)  

New Mexico New Mexico Higher Education Department  

North Carolina College Foundation of North Carolina  

North Dakota RUReadyND.com  

Ohio Ohio Higher Ed  

Oklahoma OKCollegeStart.org  

Oregon Oregon Student Access Commission  

Rhode Island WaytoGoRI.org  

South Carolina Center for Scholarship Administration  

South Dakota Select Dakota  

Tennessee CollegeForTn.org  

Texas Every Chance Every Texan  

Utah Utah Futures.org  

Vermont VSAC Roadmap to College  

Virginia Virginia Education Wizard  

Washington The WashBoard.org  

West Virginia College Foundation of West Virginia  

Wyoming Wyoming Department of Education  

Key to State  

Scholarship Websites 

Red-has a unique listing open 

to users without registration 

Purple-part of a licensed 

college planning application. 

Requires registration, usually 

limited to state residents. 

However, users can often 

search without registering by 

using keywords.  

"College is a business, and 
deserving students are not 
always the clients. "   

~  Purvi Mody 

http://diycollegerankings.com/
http://www.road2college.com
http://www.ache.state.al.us/
https://acpe.alaska.gov/FINANCIAL_AID/Grants_Scholarships/Alaska_Performance_Scholarship
https://www.ark.org/adhe_financialaid/Login.aspx
https://secure.californiacolleges.edu/
https://secure.collegeincolorado.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/Scholarships/Scholarships.aspx
http://dedoe.schoolwires.net/Page/1893
http://www.dccap.org/hs-students/financial-aid-scholarships
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/home/uamain.htm
https://secure.gacollege411.org/Home/_default.aspx
http://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/scholarships
http://labor.idaho.gov/dnn/idl/IdahoCareerInformation.aspx?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://www.isac.org/
http://www.in.gov/learnmoreindiana/
https://www.iowacollegeaid.gov/content/student-financial-aid
http://www.kansasregents.org/students/student_financial_aid/scholarships_and_grants
http://www.osfa.la.gov/index.jsp
http://www.famemaine.com/
http://mhec.maryland.gov/preparing/Pages/FinancialAid/descriptions.aspx
http://www.osfa.mass.edu/default.asp?page=aidPrograms
http://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid
http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/sPages/scholarshipsAll.cfm
http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/grants/scholarshipsearchtips.php
http://www.reachhighermontana.org/
https://www.educationquest.org/resources/scholarshipquest/
https://gotocollege.nevada.edu/
http://www.nhheaf.org/index.asp?page=events_nh93
http://www.hesaa.org/Pages/NJGrantsHome.aspx
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/students/
https://www.cfnc.org/Gateway?command=SearchBasedPrograms&note=no&type=13
https://access.bridges.com/auth/login.do?sponsor=4
https://www.ohiohighered.org/sgs
https://secure.okcollegestart.org/Home/_default.aspx
https://app.oregonstudentaid.gov/Catalog/Default.aspx
https://secure.waytogori.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/Scholarships/Scholarships.aspx
https://www.scholarshipprograms.org/
http://www.selectdakota.org/resources/scholarships/scholarshipopportunities/
http://www.collegefortn.org/
http://www.everychanceeverytexan.org/
https://www.utahfutures.org/scholarship_cent.jsp;jsessionid=9A7D7AB1610B5B74BBED04EDBDE56173
http://services.vsac.org/wps/wcm/connect/vsac/VSAC/Pay+for+College/Funding+Sources/Scholarships/
https://www.vawizard.org/vccs/Scholarships.action
https://fortress.wa.gov/hecb/thewashboard/Seeker/anonymous.aspx
https://secure.cfwv.com/Financial_Aid_Planning/Scholarships/Scholarships.aspx
http://edu.wyoming.gov/beyond-the-classroom/college-career/scholarships/hathaway/



